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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Previously Presented) A plug-dropping container within a head member for 
releasing an object into a wellbore, the plug-dropping container comprising: 
a tubular housing; 

a tubular canister disposed within and generally aligned wrth the tubular housing 
by at least one centralizing member so as to define an annulus between the tubular 
housing and the canister, the centralizing member configured to allow fluid flow through 
the annulus; 

a channel along the inner surface of the canister, the canister channel being 
configured to receive the object therein; and 

a valve disposed within the tubular housing proximal to the lower end of canister, 
the valve having a solid surface, and having a channel through the valve; 

wherein the valve is movable from an object-retained position to an object* 
released position such that (1 } in its object-retained position, the solid surface of the 
valve substantially blocks the object from exiting the canister but fluids are permitted to 
flow around the valve, and (2) in its object-released posftion. the channel of the valve is 
in substantial alignment with the channel of the canister thereby permitting the object to 
exit the canister and to travel downward through the channel of the valve, and the solid 
surface of the valve substantially blocks the flow of fluid around the valve. 

2. (Original) The plug-dropping container of claim 1 , wherein the object is a plug. 

3. (Original) The plug-dropping container of claim 2, wherein the plug is a dart. 

4. - 5. (Cancelled) 

6. (Original) The plug-dropping container of claim 1, wherein the tubular housing 
comprises a top opening and a bottom opening, and wherein the housing is in fluid 
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communication with a channel in the head member through which fluids are circulated 
into the wellbore. 

7. (Original) The plug-dropping container of claim 6, wherein the canister further 
comprises: 

a top opening; 

a bottom opening; and 
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